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CLEAR WRITING TEMPLATE LANGUAGE 

 

Appendix C: Template Language for Consent Forms  
  
The following is a compilation of easy-to-read language for common topics in consent forms.   
These examples were gathered from actual language in consent forms at the Center for Health  
Studies (CHS), as well as consent form templates made available on the public websites of other  
research institutions.  
CHS is still working to develop template language for HIPAA authorizations, which will be  
included in a future version of this toolkit.  
  
Notes for users  
! The Flesch-Kincaid formula was used to rate the approximate grade level of each selection.  
! Feel free to combine passages from different selections or use excerpts from a specific  
selection in combination with other language.  
! Phrases that will need to be revised to reflect individual research settings are highlighted in  
grey, with instructions for inserting specific information in brackets.  
  
Topics  
Table 1: Introduction/Researchers’ Statement……………………………………………... pg 24  
Table 2: Request for Permission to Review Medical Records…………………………….. pg 25  
Table 3: Randomization……………………………………………………………………. pg 26  
Table 4: Blood Draw Procedures…………………………………………………………... pg 26  
Table 5: Risks of Drawing Blood………………………………………………………….. pg 26  
Table 6: Risks of Survey Questions………………………………………………………... pg 27  
Table 7: No Guarantee of Direct Benefit to Participants…………………………………... pg 27  
Table 8: Voluntary Participation and Withdrawal…………………………………………. pg 28  
Table 9: Confidentiality……………………………………………………………………. pg 29  
Table 10: Participant’s Statement/Signature……………………………………………….. pg 30  
Table 11: Study Staff Statement/Signature………………………………………………… pg 31  



  



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 


